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 The Supreme Court has approved new 
Family Law Court rules to implement shared 
parental responsibilities in dissolution cases 
and also the three-year cycle rules, both pro-
posed by the Family Law Rules Committee.
 The rule amendments were released in 
separate opinions on October 16 in case nos. 
SC08-92 (three-year cycle amendments) and 
SC08-1660 (fast-track amendments).
 On the fast-track, parental responsibil-
ity rules, the court noted that the Legislature 
“amended various sections of Chapter 61, 
Florida Statutes, and related statutes, to re-
move the references to ‘custody,’ ‘primary 
residential parent,’ ‘secondary residential par-
ent,’ and ‘visitation.’ The statutes now require 
the court to create or approve a ‘parenting plan’ 
which establishes how divorced parents will 
share the responsibilities of childrearing and 
decision-making with regard to the child and 
sets forth a time-sharing schedule.” 
 The legislation became effective October 
1.
 The amendments affect rules 12.010 
(Scope, Purpose, and Title); 12.200 (Case 
Management and Pretrial Conferences); 
12.210 (Parties); 12.363 (Evaluation of Minor 
Child); 12.491 (Child Support Enforcement); 
12.610 (Injunction for Domestic, Repeat, Dat-
ing, and Sexual Violence); and 12.650 (Over-
ride of Family Violence Indicator); and forms 
12.900(b) (Notice of Limited Appearance); 
12.900(c) (Consent to Limited Appearance by 
Attorney); 12.902(e) (Child Support Guide-
lines Worksheet); 12.930(b) (Standard Family 
Law Interrogatories for Original or Enforce-
ment Proceedings); and 12.930(c) (Standard 
Family Law Interrogatories for Modifi cation 
Proceedings).
 The court said the amended rules and forms 
were effective immediately but, because they 
had not been noticed, gave 60 days for inter-
ested parties to fi le comments.
 On the three-year cycle rule changes, the 
committee proposed amendments to “rules 
12.015, Family Law Forms; 12.040, Attorneys; 
12.310, Depositions Upon Oral Examination; 
12.400, Confi dentiality of Records and Pro-
ceedings; 12.410, Subpoena; 12.490, General 
Magistrates; 12.610, Injunctions for Domestic, 
Repeat, Dating, and Sexual Violence; 12.650, 
Override of Family Violence Indicator; and 
12.750, Family Self-Help Programs. The 
committee also proposes new forms 12.900(g), 
Agreement Limiting Representation, and 
12.900(h), Notice of Related Cases, as well 
as amendments to forms 12.930(c), Standard 
Family Law Interrogatories for Modifi cation 
Proceedings, 12.982(c), Petition for Change 
of Name (Minor Children), and 12.982(f), 
Petition for Change of Name (Family).”
 The amendments were published in the 
March 1, 2008, Bar News.
 The court approved all the suggested 
amendments except for rule 12.040, which 
deals with attorneys providing limited or “un-
bundled” services in family law cases. There 
the court accepted proposed alternative from 
the Department of Revenue that clarifi es when 
attorneys representing Title IV-D agencies in 
child support enforcement actions, those at-
torneys are representing only the agencies and 
not the recipient of the agencies’ child support 
collection services.
 The opinion said other changes are, “A 
committee note is added to rules 12.310, 
Depositions Upon Oral Examination, and 
12.410, Subpoena, to draw attention to the 
requirements of rule 12.407, Testimony and 
Attendance of Minor Child, which requires 
court approval before a child is deposed or is 
subpoenaed to appear at a hearing. Subdivi-
sion (f) of rule 12.490, General Magistrates, is 
amended to clarify that exceptions to a general 
magistrate’s report should be “fi led” within 
10 days of service of the report. Similarly, 
subdivision (g) of rule 12.492, Special Mag-
istrates, is amended to clarify that exceptions 
to a special magistrate’s report must be “fi led” 

within 10 days of service of the report, and that 
cross-exceptions be fi led within fi ve days of 
the “fi ling” of the exceptions. 
 “Along with the rule amendments dis-
cussed above, two new forms are adopted, 
forms 12.900(g), Agreement Limiting Rep-
resentation, and 12.900(h), Notice of Related 
Cases. Form 12.900(g) is a retainer agreement 
for unbundled legal services and is intended 
to be used as a ‘rider’ or supplemental agree-
ment, in addition to a standard attorney-client 

Rules deal with shared parental responsibilities
fee agreement. New form 12.900(h) is for use 
in complying with Florida Rule of Judicial 
Administration 2.545(d), which requires the 
petitioner in a family law case to fi le with the 
court a notice of related cases. 
 “Several existing forms are also amended. 
Item 4.d.(4) of form 12.903(c), Standard Fam-
ily Law Interrogatories for Modifi cation Pro-
ceedings, is amended to request the ‘present’ 
value of the party’s interest in a pension. The 
instructions to and the introductory portion of 

form 12.982(c), Petition for Change of Name 
(Minor Children), are amended to require that 
the petitioner’s, not the child’s, fi ngerprints be 
attached to the petition. Similarly, the instruc-
tions to and the introductory portion of form 
12.982(f), Petition for Change of Name (Fam-
ily), are amended to require that each adult 
family member’s fi ngerprints be attached to 
the petition.”
 These amended forms and rules, the court 
said, are effective January 1.

 Where did Bob Butterworth land after four 
terms as state attorney general, a stint as law 
dean of St. Thomas University, and 19 months 
as secretary of the Department of Children and 
Families?
 Back home to Ft. Lauderdale, where he was 
welcomed  to the familiar fold at the 17-lawyer 
fi rm of Atkinson, Diner, Stone, Mankuta & 
Ploucha.
 “It feels absolutely great to go home to a 
law fi rm I was with before, with my best friend 
Jesse Diner,” said Butterworth, who will have 
a governmental practice at the fi rm. 
 “It feels like a comfortable old shoe. I was 
surprised I had a number of offers, but this is 
where I feel at home. It’s almost like nothing 
has changed in 20 years.”
 Except the fi rm’s location: from Holly-
wood to Ft. Lauderdale.
 “Over the years, I don’t know how many 
times we had the conversation that we wanted 

Bob to come back whenever he wanted to,” 
said Diner, president-elect of The Florida Bar, 
who also practices with his wife, Adele Stone, 
president-elect of The Florida Bar Founda-
tion. 
  “It’s just so great to have Bob back and 
to be able to practice together again. We’re 
looking forward to growing the governmental 
aspects in the law fi rm. It’s an exciting oppor-
tunity for us. It’s nice when you can practice 
with people you know well, trust, and like.”
 Diner and Butterworth, who both attended 
South Broward High School, have already 
appeared in court together.
 “Bob hit the ground running,” Diner said. 
“Bob kept his skills up over the years.”
 And Butterworth added: “In my last job, 
I appeared in court a number of times for the 
department as a defendant. I love what I’m 
doing right now, and it feels good not to be a 
defendant in court.”

Butterworth returns to private practice in Ft. Lauderdale

DINER and BUTTERWORTH

 Stetson University College of Law invites 
nominations for the 2009 William Reece 
Smith, Jr., Public Service Award, which 
recognizes individuals who have provided 
outstanding service to the legal profession 
and to the community. 
 The nomination deadline is November 17.
 The nomination form is available online 
at http://justice.law.stetson.edu/Communica-
tions/wrsnomination.pdf and submissions 
may be sent directly to Karen Griffin at 
Stetson’s Offi ce of College Relations, 1401 
61st St. S., Gulfport 33707, via e-mail at 
kgriffi n@law.stetson.edu, or by calling (727) 
562-7818.

Stetson taking Smith
Award nominations


